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Officers  and  Members  of  the  Corporation. 

J  909, 


Charles  W.  Eliot,  President,  Cambridge. 
George  Sheldon,  Vice-President,  Deerfield. 


STANDING  COMMITTEE. 


Henry  P.  Walcott,  Chairman,  Cambridge. 
Charles  S.  Sargent,  Brookline. 
Nathaniel  T.  Kidder,  Milton. 
Charles  S.  Rackemann,  Milton. 
Edward  W.  Forbes,  Milton. 

George  Wigglesworth,  Treasurer,  53  State  Street,  Boston. 
John  Woodbury,  Secretary,  14  Beacon  Street,  Boston. 


John  S.  Ames,  North  Easton. 
Charles  F.  Adams,  Lincoln. 
J.  F.  A.  Adams,  Pittsfield. 
Oakes  Ames,  North  Easton. 
Oliver  Ames,  Boston. 
Francis  H.  Appleton,  Boston. 
E.  Pierson  Beebe,  Falmouth. 
William  Brewster,  Cambridge. 
James  W.  Brooks,  Petersham. 
George  W.  Chase,  North  Adams. 
Christopher  Clarke,  Northampton. 
Charles  R.  Codman,  Cotuit. 
Deloraine  P.  Corey,  Maiden. 
Winthrop  Murray  Crane,  Dalton. 
George  B.  Dorr,  Boston. 
Arthur  F.  Estabrook,  Boston. 


Desmond  FitzGerald,  Brookline. 
Charles  H.  W.  Foster,  Brookline. 
Sidney  F.  Haskell,  Gloucester. 
Augustus  Hemenway,  Canton. 
Henry  M.  Lovering,  Taunton. 
Arthur  Lyman,  Waltham. 
George  C.  Mann,  Jamaica  Plain. 
Charles  Sedgwick  Minot,  Milton. 
Robert  Sedgwick  Minot,  Dover. 
Robert  O.  Morris,  Springfield. 
Daniel  H.  Newton,  Holyoke. 
James  H.  Newton,  Holyoke. 
Frederick  L.  Olmsted,  Jr.,  Brookline. 
Henry  L.  Parker,  Worcester. 
William  Tagoard  Piper,  Cambridge. 
John  Robinson,  Salem. 
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Allan  T.  Treadway,  Boston. 
George  H.  Tucker,  Pittsfield. 
William  Whiting,  Holyoke. 
Moses  Williams,  Brookline. 


Frank  H.  Wright,  Great  Barrington. 
Walter  C.  Wright,  Medford. 
Chas.  G.  Washburn,  Worcester. 


FOUNDERS. 


Miss  Helen  C.  Butler,  New  York. 

Miss  Ellen  Chase,  Brookline. 
*Mrs.  Mary  F.  Cunningham,  Milton. 
♦Joseph  Story  Fay,  Falmouth. 
*John  M.  Forbes,  Milton. 
*Mrs.  John  M.  Forbes,  Milton. 

Mrs.  Edith  E.  Forbes,  Milton. 

Edward  W.  Forbes,  Milton. 

Miss  Edith  Forbes,  Milton. 
*J.  Malcolm  Forbes,  Milton. 
*Joseph  S.  Glover,  Boston. 


Augustus  Hemenway,  Canton. 
*William  Minot,  Boston. 

Charles  Sedgwick  Minot,  Milton. 
*Robert  Sedgwick  Minot,  Manchester. 

Laurence  Minot,  Boston. 

Mrs.  Martha  W.  Nash,  Boston. 
*George  R.  R.  Rivers,  Milton. 

Miss  Mary  Rivers,  Milton. 
*Mrs.  Fanny  Foster  Tudor,  Boston. 

George  Wigglesworth,  Milton. 


LIFE  ASSOCIATES. 


Dwight  Andrews,  Sheffield. 
Mrs.  Harrison  O.  Apthorp,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Anna  E.  Barnard,  Sheffield. 
Henry  Brooks,  Concord. 
Peter  C.  Brooks,  Boston. 
Shepherd  Brooks,  Boston. 
J.  Henry  Brooks,  Milton. 
Joseph  Brewer,  Milton. 
Edward  M.  Brewer,  Milton. 
Miss  Brewer,  Milton. 
John  C.  Cobb,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Louis  Cabot,  Brookline. 
Miss  C.  H.  Cabot,  Brookline. 
Mrs.  Edward  M.  Cary,  Milton. 
Miss  Hester  Cunningham,  Milton. 
Miss  Mary  E.  Dewey,  Boston. 
Arthur  F.  Estabrook,  Boston. 
W.  E.  C.  Eustis,  Milton. 


Mrs.  Rose  D.  Forbes,  Milton. 

J.  Murray  Forbes,  Milton. 

W.  Cameron  Forbes,  Westwood. 

Miss  C.  F.  Forbes,  Milton. 

Ralph  E.  Forbes,  Milton. 

Samuel  Gannett,  Milton. 

H.  C.  Gallagher,  Milton. 

Mrs.  Griffith,  Milton. 

Miss  M.  C.  Jackson,  Boston. 

Miss  Helen  L.  Jaques,  Milton. 

Mrs.  Francis  Jaoues,  Milton. 

Miss  Amelia  H.  Jones,  New  Bedford. 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  Jones,  New  Bedford. 

Nathaniel  T.  Kidder,  Milton. 

William  C.  Loring,  Boston. 

William  J.  Ladd,  Boston. 

Mrs.  Henry  Lee,  Brookline. 

H.  A.  Lamb,  Milton. 


*  Deceased. 
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Francis  T.  Owen,  Great  Barrington. 
Mrs.  John  C.  Phillips,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Oliver  W.  Peabody,  Milton. 
Wallace  L.  Pierce,  Milton. 
Charles  S.  Rackemann,  Milton. 
James  Savage  Russell,  Milton. 
Miss  Laura  D.  Russell,  Plymouth. 


Miss  Marion  Russell,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Henry  S.  Russell,  Milton. 
Charles  S.  Sargent,  Brookline. 
Nathaniel  H.  Stone,  Milton. 
John  E.  Thayer,  South  Lancaster. 
William  Whiting,  Holyoke. 
Ellerton  P.  Whitney,  Milton. 


OFFICERS,  X89M909. 


President. 

George  F.  Hoar,   1891-1904 

Charles  W.  Eliot   1905-1909 

Vice-President. 

William  S.  Shurtleff,   1891-1895 

George  Sheldon,   1896-1909 

Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee. 

Philip  A.  Chase   1891-1893 

Charles  Eliot   1894-1897 

Philip  A.  Chase   1897-1903 

Henry  P.  Walcott,   1903-1909 

Treasurer. 

George  Wigglesworth,   1891-1909 

Secretary. 

Charles  Eliot,   1891-1893 

Henry  R.  Shaw,   1894 

John  Woodbury,   1894-1909 


LANDS  HELD  BY  THE  TRUSTEES,  DEC.  3 J,  1909. 

  acres. 


Virginia  Wood,   20 

Goodwill  Park   88 

Rocky  Narrows,   21 

Mount  Ann  Park,   50 

Governor  Hutchinson's  Field   10 

Monument  Mountain  Reservation,  ...........  260 

The  Pine  Knoll,   6 

Petticoat  Hill,                                                       .            •   50 
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PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION* 


Chapter  352,  Acts  of  1891. 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations. 

Section  1.  Frederick  L.  Ames,  Philip  A.  Chase,  Christopher 
Clark,  Charles  R.  Codman,  Elisha  S.  Converse,  George  F.  Hoar, 
John  J.  Russell,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Charles  S.  Sargent,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Shaler,  George  Sheldon,  William  S.  Shurtleff,  George 
H.  Tucker,  Francis  A.  Walker,  George  Wigglesworth,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 
of  The  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,  for  the  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing, holding,  arranging,  maintaining,  and  opening  to  the  public, 
under  suitable  regulations,  beautiful  and  historical  places  and 
tracts  of  land  within  this  Commonwealth,  with  the  powers  and 
privileges  and  subject  to  the  duties  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  in  such  other  general 
laws  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  such 
corporations;  but  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  acquire  and  hold  by  grant, 
gift,  devise,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  real  estate,  such  as  it  may 
deem  worthy  of  preservation  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  but 
not  exceeding  one  million  dollars  in  value,  and  such  other  prop- 
erty, both  real  and  personal,  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
support  or  promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation,  but  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  aggregate  the  further  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Section  3.  All  personal  property  held  by  said  corporation, 
and  all  lands  which  it  may  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  open  to 
the  public,  and  all  lands  which  it  may  acquire  and  hold  with  this 
object  in  view,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  property  of  literary,  benevolent, 
charitable,  and  scientific  institutions  incorporated  within  this 
Commonwealth  is  now  exempt  by  law;  but  no  lands  so  acquired 
and  held  and  not  open  to  the  public  shall  be  so  exempt  from 
taxation  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.  Said  corporation 
shall  never  make  any  division  or  dividend  of  or  from  its  property 
or  income  among  its  members. 

Section  4.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC 
RESERVATIONS* 


ARTICLE  L 
Of  Members. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  residents  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  their  number  shall  not  exceed  fifty. 

The  Standing  Committee  may,  if  it  sees  fit,  nominate  persons 
to  membership  by  inserting  the  names  of  candidates  upon  the 
notice  of  warning  of  any  meeting.  The  election  shall  take  place 
at  any  meeting  subsequent  to  such  notice,  and  shall  be  by  ballot 
upon  the  names  proposed  by  the  Standing  Committee;  and  any 
person  who  receives  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  and  voting  shall,  on  his  acceptance  in  writing  of  his 
election,  be  declared  and  enrolled  a  member  of  the  corporation. 
Membership  may  be  terminated  by  resignation,  and  shall  be 
terminated  by  failure  for  three  successive  years  to  attend  the 
annual  meeting;  but  in  the  latter  case  the  Standing  Committee 
may  by  vote  suspend  the  operation  of  this  rule  when  it  sees  best. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Of  Founders,  Life  Associates  and  Contributors. 

All  persons  from  whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or 
personal  property  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  more 
shall  be  permanently  enrolled  as  Founders. 

All  persons  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled  as  Founders,  from 
whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or  personal  property  to 
the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  enrolled  dur- 
ing life  as  Life  Associates. 

All  persons,  societies  or  corporations  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
as  Founders  or  Life  Associates,  from  whom  the  corporation  shall 
receive  one  or  more  dollars,  shall  be  enrolled  as  contributors  for 
the  year  in  which  payment  of  such  sum  is  made. 


10 


PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 


ARTICLE  III. 
Of  Meetings. 

1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  shall  be  held  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  January,  in  Boston  or  at  such  other  city  or 
town  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  such  time  and  place,  as  the 
Standing  Committee  may  determine.  A  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members,  but 
a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting  may  adjourn  any 
meeting  from  time  to  time  until  the  business  shall  have  been 
finished. 

In  the  event  of  the  annual  meeting,  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
not  being  called  and  held  as  herein  prescribed,  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee shall  order  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  and  held  in  lieu 
of  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Special  meetings  of  the  corporation  may  be  called  by  the 
Standing  Committee  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place.  A  quorum 
at  a  special  meeting  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members. 

2.  At  all  meetings  the  President  shall  take  the  chair  as  soon 
as  a  quorum  is  present ;  and  the  record  of  the  preceding  meeting 
shall  then  be  read,  unless  such  reading  is  dispensed  with  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  those  present.  After  which  at  all  special 
meetings  the  business  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  shall  be 
transacted,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows :  — 

First.  —  The  unfinished  business  and  the  assignments  of  the 
last  meeting  shall  be  announced  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  taken  up  in  order. 

Second.  —  The  Secretary  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  the  doings  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  year 
ending  with  the  previous  31st  of  December. 

Third.  —  The  Treasurer  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  a 
written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  with  the  pre- 
vious 31st  of  December,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  cor- 
poration of  that  date. 

Fourth.  —  The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
shall  be  called  on  for  a  report. 

Fifth.  —  Any  special  committee  which  may  have  been  ap- 
pointed during  the  year  shall  be  called  on  to  report. 

Sixth.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  proposed 
changes  in  the  By-laws,  the  same  shall  be  voted  upon  as  pro- 
vided in  Article  VII. 
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Seventh.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  made  any 
nominations  to  membership  in  the  corporation,  an  election  shall 
be  held  as  provided  in  Article  I. 

Eighth.  —  An  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be 
held,  as  provided  in  Article  IV.,  Section  1. 

Ninth.  —  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  the  newly  elected 
President  shall  take  the  chair,  and  shall  give  the  members  present 
an  opportunity  to  present  new  business. 

Tenth.  —  The  newly  elected  President  shall  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 

ARTICLE  IV. 
Of  Officers. 

1.  The  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice- 
President,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  shall  be  ex-officiis  members  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, which  shall  consist  of  seven  persons  in  all.  The  officers 
and  the  Standing  Committee  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  an  adjournment  thereof,  or 
at  a  meeting  in  lieu  of  such  annual  meeting,  as  above  provided ; 
and  they  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  until  others  are 
duly  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead.  Any  vacancy  occurring 
in  any  of  the  above  offices  from  death,  resignation  or  inability, 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Standing  Committee  at  their  next  regular 
meeting  or  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose 
before  such  regular  meeting. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corpora- 
tion. If  he  is  absent,  the  Vice-President,  and,  if  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent is  also  absent,  a  President  pro  tempore,  chosen  by  hand  vote 
of  the  members  of  the  corporation  present,  shall  preside,  and 
shall  have  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the 
President. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  warn  the  members  of  all  meetings  of 
the  corporation,  according  as  he  may  be  directed  by  votes  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  He  shall  call  the  meetings  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  as  he  may  be  directed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  or  on  the  request  in  writing  of  any  two  members 
thereof.  He  shall  carry  on  all  the  correspondence  of  the  corpo- 
ration not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  shall,  when  the  corre- 
spondence is  of  importance,  preserve  copies  of  the  letters  sent 
and  the  original  letters  received,  for  transmission  with  his  rec- 
ords to  his  successor  in  office.    He  shall  keep  an  exact  record  of 
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all  meetings  of  the  corporation  and  of  the  Standing  Committee, 
with  the  names  of  the  members  present,  entering  in  full  all 
reports  of  committees,  which  may  be  accepted,  by  either  body, 
unless  otherwise  directed. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  the  doings  of  that  body  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  the  report  is 
approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall,  when  directed,  as  provided  in  the  next 
paragraph,  make  disbursements;  and  he  shall  also  collect  all 
moneys  due  to  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep  regular  and  faith- 
ful account  of  all  the  moneys  and  funds  of  the  corporation  which 
shall  come  into  his  hands  and  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures 
connected  with  the  same,  which  accounts  shall  always  be  open 
to  the  inspection  of  members  of  the  corporation.  He  shall  make 
no  investments  and  pay  no  moneys  without  either  the  approval 
of  a  majority  of  the  Standing  Committee  or  else  of  such  officer 
or  committee  as  said  Standing  Committee  shall  appoint  to  act 
for  it  in  these  matters.  At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  he  shall  make  a  written  report  of  his  doings  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  his 
report  is  approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  corporation. 

ARTICLE  V. 
Or  the  Standing  Committee. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  after  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  each  year,  elect  a  chairman, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  committee. 
In  his  absence  a  chairman  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by  hand 
vote.  The  Standing  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every 
month,  and  a  quorum  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  three  mem- 
bers. The  Standing  Committee  may  nominate  or  refuse  to  nom- 
inate new  members  of  the  corporation,  may  accept  or  decline  gifts 
offered  to  the  corporation,  may  approve  or  disapprove  invest- 
ments or  expenditures  proposed  by  the  Treasurer,  may  approve 
or  disapprove  all  bills  against  the  corporation,  may  appoint  sub- 
committees of  their  number,  may  appoint  and  remove  agents, 
may  engage  whatever  assistance  is  needed  to  administer  the 
affairs  of  the  corporation,  may  designate  such  agents  and  em- 
ployees by  such  titles  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and,  in  general, 
may  exercise  all  the  executive  powers  of  the  corporation. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 
Of  the  Seal. 

The  corporate  seal  shall  be  a  circular,  flat-faced  die  of  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  with  the  name  of  the  corpora- 
tion, the  year  of  its  organization,  the  word  "  Massachusetts  99  and 
the  figure  of  a  pine  tree  so  engraved  on  its  face  that  it  can  be 
embossed  on  paper  by  pressure. 

ARTICLE  VII. 
Of  Amendments. 

At  any  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  or  at  a  special 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  these  Ety-laws  may  be  amended, 
altered  or  repealed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present 
and  voting,  provided  that  notice  of  such  proposed  change  shall 
have  been  given  in  the  call  of  the  meeting. 
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NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Trustees  of  Public  Reservations. 


The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reser- 
vations submits  herewith  its  nineteenth  annual  report. 

Virginia  Wood,  in  Stoneham,  now  a  part  of  the  Middle- 
sex Fells  Reservation,  has  received  its  usual  care  from  the 
Metropolitan  Park  Commission.  Eo  new  work  has  been 
done  in  this  section  during  the  year,  aside  from  the  general 
care  and  work  against  the  gypsy  and  brown-tail  moths.  The 
Wood  has  been  kept  in  good  condition  and  has  been  used  by 
a  large  number  of  persons  during  the  year.  The  moth  con- 
ditions have  improved  greatly  in  this  section,  as  in  the  other 
sections  of  the  reservation,  and  no  damage  has  been  done 
to  the  foliage.  Very  few  of  the  pine  trees  have  died  during 
the  year,  and  the  growth  throughout  is  in  excellent  condi- 
tion, all  dead  and  dying  trees  having  been  removed. 

Goodwill  Park,  in  Falmouth,  has  received  another  addi- 
tion through  the  gift  of  Mr.  Henry  EL  Fay  of  a  parcel  of 
woodland  containing  about  18  acres,  lying  northeast  of  the 
original  holdings,  and  extending  from  the  highway  to  the 
shore  of  Long  Pond.  Tt  is  to  be  hoped  that  further  gifts 
of  lands  bordering  upon  the  pond  may  be  made  from  time 
to  time,  both  as  increasing  the  attractiveness  of  the  park  and 
at  the  same  time  giving  added  protection  to  the  water  supply 
of  the  town  of  Falmouth.  Park  benches  have  been  made 
for  the  picnic  ground  near  Long  Pond,  so  placed  as  to  com- 
mand good  views  of  the  pond.  A  new  rail  fence  has  been 
built  along  the  entire  boundary  of  the  large  parcel  which 
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was  added  to  the  park  last  year  by  the  gift  of  Mr.  Fay  and 
his  sister,  and  also  along  the  townway  to  the  pumping  sta- 
tion. The  small  addition  received  at  the  same  time  will  be 
fenced  the  coming  summer.  The  large  addition  has  been 
cleaned  of  dead  wood  and  underbrush,  so  as  to  be  safer  from 
fire  and  to  afford  chances  to  get  views  towards  Grews  Pond. 
Similar  work  and  the  cleaning  of  the  roads  in  the  original 
gift  have  continued  during  the  year. 

Rocky  Narrows,  in  Sherborn,  on  the  Charles  River,  is 
generally  in  good  condition.  It  has  been  used  as  a  favorite 
resting  place  for  canoeists  in  the  past,  and  camping  has 
been  permitted  under  reasonable  restrictions  on  the  level 
piece  of  ground  lying  north  of  the  Narrows.  Complaints 
have  come  to  your  committee  this  year  that  this  privilege 
has  been  abused,  and  unless  it  is  found  possible  to  provide 
more  supervision  than  has  been  heretofore  practicable  it  will 
probably  be  necessary  to  withdraw  this  privilege. 

Mount  Ann  Park,  in  Gloucester,  has  not  suffered  severely 
from  the  gypsy  moth,  largely  owing  to  the  work  done  in  that 
neighborhood  by  the  State  Forester.  Through  the  generosity 
of  Mr.  John  T.  Morse,  Jr.,  it  has  been  possible  to  greatly 
improve  the  road  from  New  Way  Lane  off  Essex  Avenue 
to  the  path  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  a  distance  of  over 
3,000  feet.  The  custodian  reports  that  the  improvement  of 
the  road  has  apparently  led  to  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  people  visiting  the  park.  The  tree  growth  at  the  top  of 
the  mountain  obscures  the  views  more  each  year,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  trustees  will  at  some  near  time  be  able 
to  erect  a  simple  and  appropriately  designed  observation 
tower  at  the  summit. 

Governor  Hutchinson  Field,  in  Milton,  is  used  rather 
more  each  year  by  the  public,  generally  in  a  quiet  and  or- 
derly way,  though  sometimes  rocks  are  removed  from  the 
wall  and  rolled  down  the  bank.  The  grass  has  suffered  from 
the  drought,  and  is  besprinkled  more  and  more  thickly  with 
wild  carrots,  and  the  elms  suffered  considerably  from  the 
ice  storms  of  last  winter,  and  also,  of  course,  from  the 
drought.  The  trees  have  been  trimmed,  and  were,  as  usual, 
sprayed  for  elm-leaf  beetles  and  such  other  insects  as  chanced 
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to  be  on  them.  As  yet  no  leopard  moths  have  been  observed 
here,  but  they  have  been  noticed  in  Milton,  and  there  is  a 
possibility  of  infestation. 

Monument  Mountain,  in  Great  Barrington,  has  been  cared 
for  in  the  usual  manner.  It  has  become  one  of  the  places 
most  visited  in  that  part  of  the  Berkshire  Hills.  Adjacent 
owners  have  rights  of  way  over  the  mountain  road,  which 
has  been  badly  worn  the  past  year,  as  one  of  these  owners 
is  carting  out  wood  in  large  quantities.  It  has  been  arranged 
that  as  soon  as  the  hauling  is  over,  the  road  is  to  be  repaired 
without  expense  to  the  Trustees.  This  reservation  was  put 
in  great  danger  last  spring  by  a  woods  fire  which  started 
and  spread  over  a  large  area  southwest  of  the  park  boundary. 
It  was  the  more  threatening  because  it  was  not  discovered 
until  evening.  Forces  of  men  from  Stockbridge  and  other 
adjacent  towns  turned  out,  and  by  the  device  of  backfires 
and  by  hard  fighting  the  fire  was  kept  from  crossing  the 
boundaries,  and  was  finally  extinguished. 

Pine  Knoll,  at  Sheffield,  has  been  carefully  surveyed  this 
year,  and  stone  bounds  set  at  the  angles  in  the  boundary. 
Fences  and  the  gate  have  been  repaired,  and  the  grove  kept 
clear  of  rubbish.  The  use  of  this  holding  is  quite  local, 
but  it  appears  to  be  much  appreciated,  especially  by  the 
children  of  the  town. 

Petticoat  Hill,  at  Williamsburg,  is  visited  by  increasing 
numbers.  The  trustees  are  again  indebted  to  Mrs.  Nash 
for  bearing  the  expense  of  improvements  made  under  the 
advice  and  supervision  of  Mr.  Arthur  A.  Shurtleff,  the  land- 
scape architect.  The  path  was  begun  two  years  ago,  and  is 
now  completed  to  the  summit,  a  distance,  as  the  path  runs, 
of  nearly  half  a  mile.  The  grades  are  upon  the  easiest  lines. 
Vistas  have  been  opened  here  and  there,  and  seats  placed 
at  convenient  points.  For  the  comfort  of  the  many  people 
who  come  from  a  distance  and  eat  their  lunches  under  the 
trees,  water  has  been  brought  from  a  spring  three  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  away  to  a  suitable  location  at  the  foot  of  the 
hill.  Some  underbrush  has  been  cleared  away  and  a  number 
of  the  branches  trimmed. 

Your  annual  report  has  usually  noted  any  especially  im- 
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portant  advances  in  the  same  line  in  which  its  own  interests 
lie.  Perhaps  the  most  marked  event  is  the  general  interest 
which  has  been  aroused  recently  in  the  conservation  of  the 
natural  resources  of  the  United  States.  In  addition  to  its 
economic  importance,  this  movement  seems  likely  to  result 
in  the  preservation  of  much  that  is  beautiful  in  the  forests 
and  along  the  streams  throughout  the  whole  country. 

A  strong  opposition  has  developed  to  the  proposition  for 
the  United  States  government  to  release  to  the  city  of  San 
Francisco  the  Hetche-Hetchy  valley,  a  part  of  the  Yosemite 
National  Park,  for  purposes  of  a  water  supply.  It  seems 
to  be  the  opinion  of  disinterested  and  well-informed  men 
that  the  alleged  exigency  by  no  means  justifies  the  surrender 
of  what  is  universally  admitted  to  be  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful sections  of  this  wonderful  reservation.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  national  government  will  act  in  the  matter 
only  after  the  most  searching  examination,  and  upon  the 
advice  of  judicial-minded  and  competent  experts. 

The  reports  of  the  trustees  have  noted  from  time  to  time 
the  successful  progress  of  the  movement  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Palisades  of  the  Hudson  River.  By  recent  gifts  pro- 
posed by  the  heirs  of  E.  H.  Harriman,  supplemented  by 
magnificent  subscriptions  from  public-spirited  citizens,  it 
now  appears  certain  that  this  river  park  is  to  become  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  distinguished  in  this,  if  not  any, 
country. 

This  organization  was  not  created  primarily  to  take  active 
steps  towards  acquirement  of  beautiful  and  historic  places, 
but  rather  to  serve  as  a  vehicle  for  carrying  out  the  purposes 
of  such  persons  or  associations  as  wished  to  take  advantage 
of  the  powers  conferred  upon  it  to  receive  and  hold  as  trus- 
tees for  the  public  gifts  of  such  beautiful  and  historic  places. 
This  duty  your  committee  believes  this  Board  is  performing 
to  the  extent  of  its  means. 

Frequently  the  trustees  are  prevented  from  considering  the 
acceptance  of  otherwise  desirable  gifts  because  they  are  with- 
out the  means  of  providing  for  maintenance  expenses.  It  is 
evident  that  until  some  benefactor  or  benefactors  shall  have 
furnished  them  with  a  working  fund  for  their  general  pur- 
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poses  the  trustees  cannot  expect  to  attain  the  best  results. 
Your  committee,  however,  feel  that  the  limited  work  which 
you  have  so  far  been  able  to  accomplish  has  been  worth  while, 
and  is  appreciated  by  those  to  whose  knowledge  it  has  come. 

HENRY  P.  WALCOTT,  Chairman, 
CHARLES  S.  SARGENT, 
NATHANIEL  T.  KIDDER, 
CHARLES  S.  RACKEMANN, 
EDWARD  W.  EORBES, 
GEORGE  WIGGLESWORTH,  Treasurer, 
JOHN  WOODBURY,  Secretary, 

Standing  Committee. 
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APPENDIX. 


THE  HANCOCK  COUNTY  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC 
RESERVATIONS. 

The  Hancock  County  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations  are 
incorporated  by  an  act  under  the  Maine  Legislature,  which 
grants  them  exemption  from  taxation  on  all  lands  held  by 
them  for  the  use  of  the  public.  They  have  no  right  of 
eminent  domain,  so  that  all  their  holdings  have  been  ob- 
tained through  gifts  of  land,  or  through  purchases  made  with 
money  contributed  by  public-spirited  persons  who  desire  to 
promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation.  The  organization 
was  copied  from  the  Massachusetts  Trustees  of  Public  Reser- 
vations, and  the  objects  of  the  two  bodies  are  the  same. 

Although  Hancock  County  includes  a  large  area  on  the 
mainland,  it  is  the  Island  of  Mt.  Desert  which  is  the  chief 
ornament  and  asset  of  the  county;  and  it  is  upon  this  island 
that  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations  have  acquired  all 
the  lands  they  now  hold.  They  have  already  acquired  large 
areas  upon  Green,  Dry  and  Newport  Mountains,  and  several 
of  the  smaller  hills  which  lie  about  them.  It  is  the  policy 
of  the  trustees  to  acquire  the  tops  of  hills  and  mountains 
and  their  steep  slopes,  —  particularly  those  which  form  the 
watersheds  of  public  supplies  for  the  inhabited  shores  of 
the  island.  They  do  not  acquire  any  lands  which  could  be 
used  either  for  habitation  or  cultivation,  or  any  lands  which 
could  be  reached  by  public  water  supplies,  considering  it  for 
the  public  interest  that  all  arable  or  habitable  lands  should 
be  used  commercially,  and  remain  liable  to  taxation. 

The  operations  of  the  trustees  have  already  been  carried 
far  enough  to  make  it  sure  that  Mt.  Desert  Island  will  re- 
main a  health  and  pleasure  resort  through  centuries,  its  wild 
scenery  and  its  safe  water  supplies  being  preserved  and  im- 
proved.   No  opposition  whatever  has  arisen  to  the  proceed- 
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ings  of  the  trustees,  and  all  the  dwellers  on  the  island  hope 
that  the  trustees  may  acquire  the  greater  part  of  the  unin- 
habitable areas  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  island  and  some  of 
the  finest  spots  in  the  western  half. 

The  Massachusetts  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations  will 
doubtless  be  glad  to  hear  that  their  policies  and  methods  have 
been  advantageously  copied  in  Maine. 

CHARLES  W.  ELIOT. 

Asticou,  Me.,  Sept.  26,  1910. 


